
December 30, 2018 

       West Valley Presbyterian Church  
 

This morning’s theme: Hope for the future  

Called to Worship  

Call to Worship: Psalm 130:7-8 

O Church, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
and with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem His people from 
all their iniquities. 
 
Joy Has Dawned 

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation 
God's salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory, 
But a humble gift of love, Jesus born of Mary. 
 
Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels 
As the mighty Prince of Life, shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness, 
Cling now to a mother's breast, vulnerable and helpless. 
 
Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands, prophesy the story. 
Gold a King is born today, incense God is with us, 
Myrrh His death will make a way, and by His blood He'll win us. 
 
Son of Adam, Son of heav'n, given as a ransom; 
Reconciling God and man, Christ, our mighty champion! 
What a Savior! What a Friend! What a glorious mystery! 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of history. 
 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 57:14-21 (page 617) 
 

Confessing our Sin 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ you 
have given us a sure hope and future, yet we confess that we 
have set our hope on other things: money, family, success, 
pleasure. Forgive us for breaking your Law and putting these 
things ahead of you. By your Spirit, help us to set our hope fully 
on your promises and to lead holy lives as we await Christ’s 
return. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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Words of Assurance: 1 John 4 9-11 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. If God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. Gospel 
 

Celebrating the Gospel 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness. Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 

 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness mercy and love 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside 
 
Declaring our Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from 
the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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He Will Hold Me Fast 

When I fear my faith will fail 
Christ will hold me fast 
When the tempter would prevail 
He will hold me fast 
I could never keep my hold 
through life's fearful path 
For my love is often cold 
He must hold me fast 
 

He will hold me fast 
He will hold me fast 
For my Savior loves me so 
He will hold me fast 

 
Those He saves are His delight 
Christ will hold me fast 
Precious in his holy sight 
He will hold me fast 
He'll not let my soul be lost 
His Promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost 
He will hold me fast 
 
For my life He bled and died 
Christ will hold me fast 
Justice has been satisfied 
He will hold me fast 
Raised with Him to endless life 
He will hold me fast 
'Till our faith is turned to sight 
when He comes at last 
 

The Baptism of Zechariah Ziegenfus  

"And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit."                        Matthew 28:18-19 
 
Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Greeting and Announcements 

Sunday school classes for pre-K, grades K-1, and grades 2-3 are 
available during the sermon.  

If you are visiting us, please fill out one of the welcome cards in front of 
your seat and drop it in the offering plate when it is passed. 
 

Consecrated by the Word 

Scripture: Luke 2:21-40 (page 856) 

Message: Confident for the future                  Pastor Mark Howard 
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The Solid Rock 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name 
 

On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 

 
When darkness veils His lovely face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood 
When all around my soul gives way 
He then is all my hope and stay 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
O may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless to stand before the throne  
 
Tithes and Offerings 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.           2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,  
God of glory, Lord of love;  
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,  
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;  
drive the dark of doubt away;  
Giver of immortal gladness,  
fill us with the light of day!  
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All Thy works with joy surround Thee,  
earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays,  
Stars and angels sing around Thee,  
center of unbroken praise.  
Field and forest, vale and mountain,  
flowery meadow, flashing sea,  
Singing bird and flowing fountain  
call us to rejoice in Thee.  
 
Thou art giving and forgiving,  
ever blessing, ever blessed,  
Wellspring of the joy of living,  
ocean depth of happy rest!  
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,  
all who live in love are Thine;  
Teach us how to love each other,  
lift us to the joy divine.  
 
Mortals, join the happy chorus,  
which the morning stars began;  
Father love is reigning o’er us,  
brother love binds man to man.  
Ever singing, march we onward,  
victors in the midst of strife,  
Joyful music leads us Sunward  
in the triumph song of life.  

 

Compelled to Go Out 

Commission: 1 Corinthians 15:58 

My beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain. 

Benediction: Romans 15:13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

Please stay for coffee and refreshments following the service! 
 
 

 

West Valley PCA CCLI License #3024647  
*all quotations from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version  

        © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 

http://www.gnpcb.org/
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Community and Events 

 
Discipleship Focus: Life At Work 

Beginning in the new year our focus will be on living for Christ at the 
various placed we work. Here are a few things we have planned. See the 
green flyer for more info 

Friday Night Fellowships – A family-friendly way to connect over 
dessert and discuss important topics like relationships at work, sharing 
the gospel at work and true success at work. January 25th, February 22nd 
and March 29th, 6pm-7:30pm (including kids activities). 

Bible Studies – Our own work is only meaningful because of the work 
of Christ. Therefore, the midweek men’s and women’s studies will start 
back up in the new year with a series in Luke’s Gospel. 

Sermon Series – Growing Faith (Genesis 12-25) – As we consider 
the life of Abraham, Genesis provides some gritty, realistic insights into 
what it means to ‘grow strong in faith’ (Romans 4:20). 

Women’s Brunch – Saturday, March 9th, 9am-12pm. Speaker: Ellen 
Dykas (Harvest USA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week’s sermon text: Genesis 12 

More information about Bible Studies and small groups can be 
found at: 

 
www.westvalleypres.org/groups 
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Memory Verse 

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.”  

Luke 1:32-33 

Contact Information 

Elders...............................................................elders@westvalleypres.org 
Mark Howard (Pastor)…………………….…….…….mark@westvalleypres.org  
David Royes (Associate Pastor) 
Chip Buck 
Aaron Moyer 

Deacons........................................................deacons@westvalleypres.org 
Jeff Aiello 
Buck Stetka 

Ministries 
Men: Mark Howard.............................................mark@westvalleypres.org 
Women: Cherilyn Howard (Tuesday)…..……cherilyn.whitney@gmail.com 
Women: Ellen Pearce (Saturday)….….……………………….. ellen@pearce.org 
Young Adults: Brian Stenson………………….………… brian.stenson@dm.org 
Youth: Mark Howard..........................................mark@westvalleypres.org 
Kids: Karen Lyngdoh......................................WVkids@westvalleypres.org 

Church Office: ....................................................office@westvalleypres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Growing disciples of Jesus 
at home, at work and in our communities 

through the Word, prayer and mutual encouragement 

www.westvalleypres.org | 610-421-8066 | 4251 Chestnut St. Emmaus, PA 18049 


